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Tuesday
Tuesday morning began with

no early schedule, so everyone
could do what they wanted to.
We met at 1 pm and looked at
the gunfire at the Edinburgh
Castle. After that we explored
the Historic Underground in

the city ...
(continued on page 3)
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Sunday

The class met in the morning at the Copenhagen airport to fly to their
destination Edinburgh. Everyone was excited and the fly departed at
12.20 am. Checking in in the hostel and visiting a concert of the band
Axis of Awesome were the first experiences of Edinburgh forthe 12t
grade and the teachers.

(continuedonp. 2)

Wednesday

On Wednesday the class was
on a bus trip fortourists
through Scotland to see the
main attractions of the
country. From Edinburgh to
the main attraction Loch Ness
with some small stops in
between and back to
Edinburgh...

(continued on page 4)

Monday

The day began with a hiking tour in Holyrood Park, which is in the
middle of Edinburgh. The green landscape was breathtaking for most of
the group, and so we explored Holyrood Parkand its summit Arthur’s
Seat. After that we had an interesting tour through the Scottish
parliament ...

(continuedonp. 3)

Thursday

On the last day, the students as
well as the teachers had the

last opportunity to visit the
city center and go shopping.
Then we had to take the train
to the airport at 12 pm.
(continued on page 5)
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Sunday

The 12t grade’s class trip began on Sunday 28t of
August around 10:20 am, when the class met at the
airport in Kastrup ready for their departure to
Edinburgh. The class departed around 12:20 am after
having tackled minor problems at the self-check-in
such as obtaining a second set of boarding cards after
the first one was shredded inside the check-in
machine and figuring out in which queue they had to
stand at the passport control. The arrival in
Edinburgh was around 1:10 pm, keeping in mind that
Copenhagen is one hour ahead in time.

After having taken the tram from the Edinburgh
airport into the city, we checked in at the Youth
Hostel and had a little bit of time to organize
ourselves in our rooms, before we went dining at a
restaurant that served Indian food early in the
evening. After that the class had been given some
spare time to collect their first impressions of
Edinburgh or simply enjoy a break back at the hostel
before we had to meet at the Gilded Balloon, a
theatre, where we attended one of the last events of
the Edinburgh Fringe Festival,an Axis of Awesome
concert.

The Axis of Awesomeisa band whichis not really
famous but very popular and successful amongst
young people. The band was founded by three
Australians in 2006. At their concertin Edinburgh the
lead singer, Jordan Raskopoulos, revealed himself as
atranssexual. Together they make comedy rock,
which made our class laugh for one hour. We had a
great time at this festival. After the concerthad
finished, we went back to the hostel and went to
sleep early, because wewere very tired from the
arrival.
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Monday

After having eaten our breakfast, we started
walking down Elm Row and further down Royal
Terrace towards Holyrood Park. As we emerged
from the tree line surrounding the park, we found
ourselves looking overa good half mile of meadow
until our eyes met the ascending hills of Holyrood
Park created a good 350 million years ago through
numerous volcanic eruptions. The distinct features
of the park, for example the valleys and hilltops,
were shaped in the ice ages as heavy glaciers
moved across the lands sweeping away any loose
rock formations. Our guided tour began shortly
after, and thus we began our ascension to the hills.
During our trip Melissa, our tour guide, explained
both the geological and human history of the park,
for example mentioning settlements on the hilltops
in the iron age. She also showed us the place where
James Hutton, a British geologist of the eighteenth
century, discovered the ancient geological ages of
our earth dating back millions of years not
thousands as the bible proclaimed before his time.
As our guided tour ended, we began our ascension

to Arthur's Seat, the highest point in Holyrood Park.

At the top, a most stunning view of the surrounding
areas greeted us.

Civilization enclosing on each side of the park, we
got a good impression of the special atmosphere
the park has withits 250-meter-high peaks located
in the middle of a modern city.

Park management even made the decision to not
include any signs in the park, probably confusing
many visitors, but also preserving the natural feel
of the park. After walking down the southern side
of Arthur's seat, we found ourselves a good spot to
have lunch and thus our tour of Holyrood Park
came to its close. After midday, we went to the
Scottish Parliament where we had a guide. He
guided us through the very new building where he
told us every historical, architectural and political
factabout the parliament. In 1997, Scotland voted
for their own parliament and finished building it in
2004. The Scottish Parliament is the most
transparent in Europe. It has six livestream
cameras which give everyone the opportunity to
watch every single speech and voting. Additionally,
everyone can see how the politicians voted online.
The parliament is mainly build of materials from
sustainable Scottish sources like Scottish oakwood,
gold, silver and iron.

After visiting the Scottish Parliament the class split
up in two groups, because one group had to make
some preparations for dinner, whilst the other
group enjoyed a few hours of spare time in the city.
The purchases for that day’s dinner turned out to
be cheaper than expected, however, the kitchen we
needed for cookingwas filled with bad surprises. At
first, the hotplates did not seem to heat properly,
which meant that the cooking lasted one and a half
hours instead of the planned 45 minutes. The
kitchen itself had no proper ventilation, which
meant, that the temperature in that room felt like
more than 30 degrees Celsius - literally Hell’s
kitchen. The dinner itself was not too tasty and
everyone was saturated afterwards, so that we
could enjoy the big firework above Edinburgh that
marked the end of the Edinburgh Fringe Festival
from the top of Calton Hill.
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Tuesday

The wonderful morning began with no strict
schedule forthe day, because the students were
given the choice of visiting either the Royal Botanic
Garden with Dominik and Margit, the Scottish
National Museum or sleeping in. Of course, no one
opted for the last choice. The students were either
with the teachers or in the National Museum. Only
one group of students visited some relatives, who
lived nearby.

After these activities, everyone met in front of
Edinburgh Castle at 12.30 pm to watch the daily
gunfire at 1 pm, whichis a tradition that was
introduced in the 18t century. Some arrived a bit
late with cheeky smiles and two big Fish and Chips
portions in their hands, but no one missed the
gunfire.

After the gunfire, we had some more spare time and
this time we were all together visiting different
places in Edinburgh Castle. Since we were free until
4:00 pm, they spent the last hour lying down on
benches and looking up peacefully to the sky, while

some were eating their daily lunch packs.

At 4 pm, the next activity awaited the group, which
was the Historic Underground Tour, where a tour
guide led people into the underground, the so-
called South Bridge Vaults, whichis the most
haunted place in the United Kingdom. The air down
there was wet and stifling. In the 18t and 19t
century, these stony vaults were home to many
people. The guide explained that mostly criminals
and poor people lived there. It was an interesting
tour and everybody saw how the living
circumstances were back then.

With the schedule done for the day we all went
back to the hostel and the food group of three
people started cooking. The dinner for the evening
was pasta with tomato sauce, which was
surprisingly delicious despite the problems the last
group had had with the kitchen. Later that night, we
played a card game and thought that they could
sleep peacefully for rest of the night. They were
wrong.

At 00:30 am, everyone had to wake up because of
the fire alarm and had to go out of their rooms and
onto the street, where we waited for the fire
brigade. Us students and Dominik were relaxed
about the situation, but Margit seemed to be pretty
tired and hard to talk to. A little later, everyone
could go back into the building, because there was

no real fire ... luckily.
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Wednesday

For our last full day in Scotland we had planned a
Highland experience tour, where we were driven
throughout the Scottish High- and Lowlands in a tour
bus with other participants. The tour started at St.
Giles Cathedral in old town Edinburgh led by a true
Scotsman dressed in kilt. During the tour he
alternated from commentating the environments and
giving explanations for Scottish history to playing
Scottish music such as “Flower of Scotland” and
“Loch Lomond”. We had our first stop in Pitlochry,
where the unofficial border for the Scottish
Highlands is drawn. After having spent a good half
hour roaming the shops, some buying Haggis, some
woollenrugs, the tour resumed its due course to
Inverness. There was no stop in Inverness though the
next one coming at the famous Loch Ness. Here our
group divided itself, as some took the boat cruise on
the lake and others chose to ascend the nearby
mountain to get a better view of the lake. As the one
and half hour break came to its close, we got the
message that the road leading to Glencoe had been
blocked rendering our normal route only accessible
with a very long detour. Therefore, the choice was
made that we take an alternate route.

We drove back to Pitlochry and made a short stop
there. Shortly after, wearrived at a fortress
destroyed by the retreating Jacobite’s in 1746.
Furthermore, we saw Sterling Castle and wonderful
“Hairy Coos” - hairy cows. On the way back to
Edinburgh the atmosphere reached its peak when the
song “500 Miles” by The Proclaimers was played.
Almost everyone was singing!

After the very interesting tour in Scotland we went to
have dinner at a very good restaurant called the City
Restaurant. The restaurant was chosen by Margit and
Dominik. They chose this restaurant because
everybody could find something to eat without any
problems. Some took the traditional Fish and Chips,
other choose a pizza or burger and one had the
traditional Scottish dish, Haggis, containing sheep’s
heart, liver and lungs. Everybody found something
that they appreciated and it was a great way of
ending our last day.

Thursday

Thursday was our last day in Edinburgh. We ate our
breakfast at the hostel and made ourselves ready for
alast trip in the town. Everyone took advantage of
this and bought some last souvenirs and gifts for the
family.

Alast time we could feel the spirit of the old town.

At 12 o’clockwe met for our last time in the hostel
and made our way back to the airport of Edinburgh
by tram. Our flight was delayed for some minutes and
so we had enough time to go around the airport, buy
food and look after Pokémon. The flight to
Copenhagen was very peaceful and calm. After one
and a half hours welanded in Copenhagen and were
welcomed there by our families.

With a suitcase full of impressions we all went home.
We liked our trip to Edinburgh very much and some
of us would like to visit the town again.




